
Measurement of double-differential neutron yields for
345 MeV/nucleon 238U incidence on Cu†

K. Sugihara,∗1,∗2 N. Shigyo,∗1,∗2 A. Akashio,∗1 and K. Tanaka∗1

The validation of Monte Carlo simulation codes on
radiation shielding with a uranium beam is required for
future upgrades of RIBF. Experimental data of double-
differential neutron thick target yields (TTY) are desired
as a neutron source term in the radiation shielding de-
sign. We have started to measure neutron energy spectra
by the time-of-flight (TOF) method.

The experiment was carried out around the F10 cham-
ber at the ZeroDegree Spectrometer. The experimental
arrangement is shown in Fig. 1.

The 345 MeV/nucleon 238U beam which was not
pulsed irradiated a Cu target. The bunch width of the
beam was less than 1 ns and its repetition rate was about
18 MHz. The thickness of the target was 10 mm, which
was longer than the range of the beam ion.

Neutrons produced in the target were measured with
two sizes of NE213 liquid organic scintillators. The small
scintillator with a length and diameter of 5.08 cm was
set at 0◦. The large ones with a length and diame-
ter of 12.7 cm were located at 45◦ and 90◦. To deter-
mine the threshold level, light outputs of the scintillators
were calibrated with γ-ray sources, 60Co, 241Am-Be and
244Cm-13C. A 2 mm thick plastic scintillator was set as a
veto detector to distinguish non-charged particle events
in front of each neutron detector. Neutron kinetic en-
ergy was determined by the TOF method in which the
start and stop signal came from the neutron scintillator
and the RF signal of the superconducting ring cyclotron.
The flight path lengths from the target to the detectors
were shown in Fig. 1.

Figure 2 shows the TOF spectrum at 90◦. The hor-
izontal axis is the time difference between the RF sig-
nal and the neutron detector. The TDC resolution was
0.027 ns/ch. The peak at 1350 ch was the prompt γ-ray
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Fig. 1. Experimental arrangement.
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Fig. 2. TOF spectrum.
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Fig. 3. Separation of neutron and γ-ray events.

from the uranium incident reactions. Neutron energy
will be determined with the use of the time difference
between each neutron and the prompt γ-ray event. Low-
energy neutrons from the preceding beam bunch were
overlapped in the TOF gate. The contribution of these
neutrons was about 2% at the highest neutron energy
point for 0◦ and substracted from the TOF spectrum.

Neutron events were extracted by using the difference
of the decay part of the signal pulse between the neutron
and γ-ray1) because the NE213 scintillator was sensitive
to not only neutrons but also γ-rays. Figure 3 illustrates
the two-dimensional plot of the total pulse of scintillator
light output signal (horizontal axis) and the decay part
of it (vertical axis). Neutron and γ-ray events are clearly
separated in the low light output region.

The neutron TTY is under analysis and will be com-
pared with calculation results by Monte Carlo codes.
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Measurement of isotopic production cross sections of proton- and
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Proton- and deuteron-induced spallation reac-
tions are considered as the candidate processes
for the transmutation of long-lived fission prod-
ucts (LLFPs). In our previous study on the
proton- and deuteron-induced reactions on LLFP
93Zr at 105 MeV/nucleon,1) the isotopic production
cross sections in few-nucleon removal channels were
largely overestimated in the model calculations using
PHITS.2) To improve the reliability of the reaction
model calculations, further systematic experimental
data are required over a wide range of reaction en-
ergies. In this study, the isotopic production cross sec-
tions of the proton- and deuteron-induced spallation
reactions on 93Zr at 200 MeV/nucleon were measured
in an inverse kinematics condition.

The experiment was conducted at the SAMURAI
beamline3) at RIBF. The secondary beam, including
93Zr at 200 MeV/nucleon, was generated via inflight
fission of 238U and selected by using BigRIPS. The typ-
ical total rate of the beam was 5 kcps, and the purity
of 93Zr was 33%. Then, the beam bombarded a liquid
hydrogen and a liquid deuterium target.4) The reac-
tion products were identified by using the SAMURAI
spectrometer.3) The isotopic production cross sections
were derived from the number of incident 93Zr beams
and that of the generated isotopes.

The isotopic production cross sections of the
proton- and deuteron-induced reactions on 93Zr at
200 MeV/nucleon are shown in Fig. 1. The black cir-
cles and the red diamonds indicate the proton-induced
cross sections (σp) and the deuteron-induced cross sec-
tions (σd), respectively. The error bars indicate only
the statistical uncertainties.

Enhancement of the cross sections at 90Zr and 89Y,
which have a neutron magic number N = 50, was ob-
served as in the case of 105 MeV/nucleon measure-
ment.1) The effect of shell closure is still important in
the interpretation of the spallation reaction cross sec-
tions at 200 MeV/nucleon, despite the high reaction
energy compared to nucleon separation energies.

In Fig. 1, the experimental results are compared to
the model calculations by using the particle and heavy-
ion transport code system (PHITS) 2.82.2) The spal-
lation reactions have been well described as a two-step
process composed of the formation of prefragments via
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Fig. 1. Isotopic production cross sections of the proton- and

deuteron-induced reactions on 93Zr at 200 MeV/nucleon.

an intra-nuclear cascade process and the de-excitation
process of the prefragments by evaporation of light
particles. In this work, the Liège Intranuclear Cas-
cade model (INCL 4.6)5) and the generalized evapo-
ration model (GEM)6) were employed for these pro-
cesses. The lines in Fig. 1 show the cross sections cal-
culated by using PHITS. The black dashed line and the
red solid line correspond to σp and σd, respectively.

The general behavior of the isotopic production cross
sections are apparently well reproduced by the PHITS
calculation; however, the mass-number distributions
are shifted to heavier isotopes especially in proton-odd
isotopes (Nb and Y). The production cross section of
92Y is considerably overestimated in both the proton-
and deuteron-induced cases. These can probably be
understood by the poor reproduction of the excita-
tion energy of reaction residue after the direct process,
which is pointed out in Ref. 1). The models used in
PHITS are expected to be improved in near future af-
ter close analyses of the spallation reaction data over
a wide range of incident energies.

This work was funded by ImPACT Program of
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