
house researchers and engineers at the RNC but also by collaborating users at the RIBF, RBRC, and RAL. The
paper titled “Surface localization of the dineutron in 11Li,” which was published in Physical Review Letters, is a
result of the first spectroscopy with fully completed kinematics measurements conducted at SAMURAI in order
to demonstrate the dineutron component in 11Li. With regard to heavy-ion beam breading, the paper titled
“Improvement of rotifer as the new food item in larviculture” had a significant impact on the society, and the
results were featured as “Godzilla the rotifer” in the Economist magazine issued January 23, 2021.

Awards were also presented to the colleagues of the RNC. Takahiro Nishi was presented with the 17th Annual
Meeting Award of the Particle Accelerator Society of Japan, and Takashi Ichihara was presented with the 2020
JPCERT/CC Certificate of Gratitude, JPCERT Coordination Center. Furthermore, the Nishina Memorial Prize
was awarded to Kazuma Nakazawa, a visiting scientist at the Strangeness Nuclear Physics Laboratory.

With regard to the organization of the RNC, Hiroyuki Ichida and Masanori Kidera were appointed as the Team
Leaders of the Plant Genome Evolution Research Team and the Infrastructure Management Team, respectively,
as of October 2020.

The coronavirus crisis is expected to continue even after 2021. Nevertheless, we are extremely grateful to be
blessed with an environment that allows us to continue with our research. Hence, it is vital that we acknowledge
the mission of RIKEN and aggressively accept new challenges in research and development activities.

Hiroyoshi Sakurai
Director
RIKEN Nishina Center for Accelerator-Based Science
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